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The unity of mankind is evidently a part of Nature’s eventual scheme and must come 

about.
The Ideal of Human Unity, Sri Aurobindo

Diversity in oneness is the law of the manifestation; the supramental unification

and integration must harmonise these diversities, but to abolish them is not the

intention of the Spirit in Nature.
The Life Divine, Sri Aurobindo



Dear Friends,

After a long time of focusing on building up Unity Pavilion’s facilities and activities, we are reaching

out to you again with a newsletter. For Aurovillians and for the many friends, well-wishers and

supporters of Auroville all over the world, Unity Pavilion holds a special place close to their heart; we

get a feel of this time and again, whenever we receive some timely help or suggestion to tide over a

crisis. And we, the Unity Pavilion Team, on our part strive our best to maintain this as a welcoming,

beautiful and peaceful space so that even a casual visitor might be inspired to go within and become

aware of the unity in manifestation. As a matter of fact we do receive a lot of visitors throughout the

year: young people, students and volunteers wanting to explore and experience Auroville through

volunteering or internship, and architect students wanting to study the architectural features of our

buildings which are friendly and very versatile in their use. The visitors to the hall of peace come to

spend some time beside the peace table, and numerous others participate in the various programmes

that take place at the Unity Pavilion. Many of you might have visited the Unity Pavilion some time or

the other in the last couple of years and may be up-to-date with the developments. But for the benefit

of those others who were not here for a while let us give you some updates.

The main Unity Hall was completed and inaugurated in 2012. This hall can accommodate anywhere

between 200-250 people, depending on the seating arrangement chosen, and this capacity can be

increased by way of opening up the doors towards the court yard when necessary for informal

gatherings. The Pavilion has become one of the chosen venues in Auroville for holding workshops,

exhibitions, community meetings and cultural events. The Hall of Peace was inaugurated and the

Peace Table for Asia, conceived and crafted by George Nakashima as a tangible symbol of Peace, was

consecrated in February 2014, in the presence of Mira Nakashima and Board members of the

Nakashima Peace Foundation. The Hall of Peace garden is taking shape gradually. With helpful

inputs from Marie and Paul from the Botanical Garden team, Richard from the Ashram and Rajan

from our team, we have made a selection of flowering plants – with spiritual significance related to

Peace. Garden work is being carried out under the guidance of the Botanical Garden team and Rajan.

A pond with white lilies has been created and plants and small shrubs are coming up around it.



At the far end of the garden the geodesic

dome built by Peter Anderschitz, which has

been under construction for quite some time

now, has been completed and being used for

small programmes and performances.

The space in front of the office building has

been paved to create a relaxed outdoor corner

which can also be used for serving

refreshments during events. In the process a

“Work” tree which had adorned the front line

of the office building had to be removed. To

replace it, a ‘Wisdom’ tree has been planted

slightly further away from the building; we

already have an ‘integral wisdom’ tree in the

front courtyard and hopefully the two together

will give us fragrant flowers throughout the

year, not to mention the wide much needed

shade these trees offer.

Some more construction work has to be taken

up considering the immediate requirement for

more toilets, storage space and cycle shed;

you will find more information about this on

the last two pages of this newsletter.

"The universe plays her miracles to perfection, and 

Peter Pan unveiled this beautiful creation of the 

geodesic dome. Tinkerbell and her flock of fairies 

shimmered the 'OM Dome' with pixie dust 

rendering a magical invocation of this serene space 

nestled in the garden of Unity!

'OM Dome', a wonderful space where we 

experienced a timelessness trance, as we tuned into 

our energy centres during the seed mantra musical 

meditation workshop, in synchrony with that of the 

unified universe.” .

Lavanya Rao

Chandresh Patel and his team are implementing a fibre-optic Internet system to provide access to the

National Knowledge Network, which we hope to be completed in the very near future. This will

afford high-speed connectivity to resources shared by a global research community.

Our website (www.unitypavilionauroville.wordpress.com) is up and running, maintained up-to-date.

http://www.unitypavilionauroville.wordpress.com/


Events and Activities

We have been having a wonderful time here right from the time the Unity Hall and the Hall of Peace

have been completed, with so many formal and informal events happening throughout the year. But

in this newsletter, obviously for want of space, we will limit ourselves mainly to some of the events

that have taken place in the past six months.

The International Peace day – September 21 – was celebrated with various activities for children and

adults. Children from Auroville schools along with Auroville artists and guests enthusiastically

participated in an exhibition of paintings and artifacts on the theme of Peace, which was on for a

month. During the Peace Day itself, it was a balanced mix of fun and entertainment on the one hand

and some inner introspection to find the tranquility within, on the other. In the evening when people

took their seats around the Peace Table for the Peace Meditation a palpable silence which envelops

the whole being descended on the entire area and even the children who were having fun while

making flower mandalas in the Unity hall were caught by the special atmosphere and settled into a

mode of silence with only their hands still at work.



Christmas, like every year now, was an occasion for us to celebrate with the entire community –

paper cutting and star making in which children and adults participated with equal enthusiasm, then

dance and music and cakes and snacks and what not! We even had a special Christmas gift for all our

guests – a tiny snacks-and-nuts basket, handmade inhouse – to take away !

Two workshops which were running concurrently during the so-called ‘season of visitors’ were the

Unity Journey (sound bath) facilitated by Svaram and the Yoga Nidra workshops based on the twelve

qualities of the Mother’s symbol guided by Veronique Menanteau: both were offering wholesome

relaxing/elevating experience for the whole being. The Sound Bath with the help of gongs, bells,

chimes and diverse newly invented and archaic sound sources invited the participants into a deep

contemplative journey. The Yoga Nidra workshops aspired to bring about deep relaxation and each

session focused on one of the twelve qualities or values of the Mother which she uses to manifest and

hasten the evolutionary progress in us. In the circle work that followed the deep relaxation, we

worked with the newly prepared Flower cards which invited deep and rich exchanges amongst the

participants.

Nupura Baaje: Devasmita and Madhumita Patnaik

enthralled the audience with a performance of Odissi dance as

an offering on the occasion of 24th April Darshan.

Odissi, one of the eight classical dances of India, takes its name

from Odisha. Odissi combines lasya, the feminine aspect of

grace and charm and Tandava, the masculine aspect depicted

through Choka, a symmetrical and balanced posture.



Conforming to the Unity Pavilion’s aim of introducing the historical and cultural aspects of nations

that do not have a significant presence in Auroville, Joshua Zahn and Stephanie Cariello, who had

lived and worked in Myanmar for three years made an informative as well as entertaining

presentation of Myanmar culture, art and language. The presentation highlighted the similarities and

differences between Indian culture from that of this little known neighbour of India.

Dr.Sehdevkumar, Professor Emeritus at the University of Waterloo, Canada, made an impressive

musical presentation of songs and poems of Kabir, a fifteenth-century mystic poet and sage from

India. Dr. Anusuya Kumar from Copenhagen University, Denmark made a wonderful lecture

presentation on 1 March 2016, based on her meticulous research work on the Danish painter Johannes

Hohlenberg’s (1881-1960) relationship with Sri Aurobindo and the Mother.

Like in the past three years, the Stewardship for New Emergence workshops led by Monica Sharma,

which happened in three modules of three days each spread over a period of three months saw

overwhelming participation and was appreciated and benefited by many. There is now a team of

trained Aurovilians who can function as facilitators and continue this work. While these workshops

always have a mixed participation from Auroville and the bio region, this summer the same

programme was also conducted entirely in Tamil – facilitated by Sreelatha from Tata Institute of

Social Science, Mumbai, and Suryaprakash from Jansons School of Business, Coimbatore – mainly

for the benefit of employees of Auroville.

Continue doing your work with a simple and peaceful heart and a quiet 

mind. The aspiration will come gradually according to the need.

The Mother



Apart from being the venue of many small and large community meetings, Unity Pavilion hosted the 

3-day selection process for the working committee and AVC. This process has been developed over 

the last 4 years and is now very smooth with a lot of positive energy.

Stewardship for New Emergence Workshop  facilitated by Monica Sharma

General Meeting to discuss a housing project issue

Unity Pavilion hosted three exhibitions in recent times: the Peace exhibition which happened in last

September-October, “A sense of Africa” – an exhibition of African artefacts in the first couple of

months of this year, and a smaller exhibition cum auction of art works by Auroville artists the

proceeds of which went towards the “Landing Auroville” project.

Left: The African Pavilion team exhibited some of the

beautiful creations by African artists. The Exhibition was

aptly titled “A Sense of Africa”. Most of the artifacts are

donated by Jasmin and Aravinda.

Right: “Mother’s Chair – a creation by Auroville artist

Henk van Putten-Lunenburg, which was part of the

“Landing Auroville” exhibition cum auction. This amazing

sculpture is still to be auctioned .



Hall of Peace Events

Apart from the weekly Healing and Peace meditations that take place every Thursday and the group

meditations that happen from time to time, the Hall of Peace became the venue for three major

events: The “Peace and Forgiveness without Condoning” workshop with Rwandan Students in

March 2015, The peace meditation that marked the celebartion of the International Peace Day in

September 2015 and the celebration of the sixtieth anniversary of the descend of the Supramental

Light led by Miriam Belov in February 2016. On the latter occasion we were connected by Skype

with the Peace Tables in New York and Moscow. The Auroville programme was shared and Mira

Nakashima read out a message from the Cathedral of St John the Divine in New York.

National/Cultural Pavilion Group and AVI Events

North-East Asians in Auroville shared their traditional culture by organising the First Full-moon

Festival event which coincided with the Mother's Birthday this year. Traditionally in East Asia the

first full moon in the year according to the lunar calendar is celebrated as the start of agricultural

activities. The event was marked by Chinese brush painting demonstration, traditional mask

making, tea ceremony, origami and so on, with several hundreds of Aurovilians and guests

participating. In the evening an Asian dinner was organised to fund-raise for North East Asian

Centre coming up in the International Zone.

Anniversary of the descend of the Supramental lightPeace and Forgiveness workshop with Rwandan students

Cultural Exchange Programme by the Chinese, Japanese and Korean Pavilions

If you want union in the world, first unify the different parts of your own being.

The Mother



The Hungarian Caravan

by Bogi
As the infrastructural facilities are not yet ready in the International zone, the Hungarian Pavilion team

has built the Caravan. It can be pushed around by human power, and can host all kinds of activities.

With the contents of the Caravan one can set up an outdoor space for activities anywhere and then pack

all the equipment back into the caravan and push it back into a safe environment. The Hungarian

Caravan was built in 2015, and from the beginning of 2016 the Unity Pavilion is hosting it in their

garden. The Caravan has been built and painted by people who are connected to the Hungarian Soul:

not only the Hungarian citizens of Auroville, but also some expats who have been living in Hungary,

others who feel a strong connection to Hungary, and some who are descendants of Hungarian people.

In 2016 we got a call to extend our Hungarian Pavilion Project into a wider East European Pavilion

Group. Members of this group expressed their liking and resonance to the Caravan, and their wish to

use it in the future for common as well as national/cultural activities. While the outer surface is

decorated with Hungarian paintings, Ivana a Czech Aurovillian artist has given us a painting

expressing Czech Genius, which is paced on the inside of the door.

Since 2012 we regularly had Hungarian activities in the Unity Pavilion. We always received a loving

support from the UP team. The environment is beautiful and very convenient. We often use the sand

space for circle dances and children’s games, the dome offers a space for more privacy, and we hope

that the Hungarian Caravan will become a useful and appreciated addition to the Garden.

On the 1 February this year we had a Hungarian cultural program in the UP, when we hosted the

Honorary Hungarian Consul from Chennai, Mr M. A. Alagappan. We had a meditation in the Peace

Hall, then a program in the Garden at the caravan, with traditional Hungarian dinner and folk music.

We were painting the Caravan, danced some folk dances, listened to some folk musical performances

and ate the vegetarian Gulyás dinner. This part of the program was a private Hungarian event with

approx. 45 participants. After the dinner we had a cultural activity in CRIPA that was announced in

advance and lot of Aurovillians participated. Pushkar was playing the Piano and Hungarian poems

were recited; at the end of this program we had a very heart-warming and touching experience when

all the guests and artists together sang a beautiful Hungarian folk song.

In April we had an activity in the UP at the Caravan: “Easter with the East Europeans”. This program

was a two-hour-long activity for families, where we were painting eggs, dancing circle dances, and the

caravan was transformed into a puppet theatre where Ukrainian artists were performing a folk tale.

We are looking forward for the continuing common growth together with the UP, and we are very

grateful and appreciative for all the achievements.



AVI meet in Auroville

by Frederieke

This year in February Auroville International (AVI) held its annual meeting in Auroville at the Unity

Pavilion. Besides tackling our own agenda points, a lot of time was set aside to let Auroville

projects and work groups present their new efforts, projects and developments. During presentations

it was open house and many Aurovilians were able to attend.

We learned much during the amazing presentations; such a variety of topics are being worked on

and in progress, so much dedicated work is going on. It is especially encouraging to see so many

young Aurovilians getting more and more engaged in all kinds of projects, with an emphasis on

networking and communications.

The planning of further International Zone development, in collaboration with the International

Zone Coordination Team and the different National Pavilion groups, was another key aspect of the

AVI discussions, especially with regard to the participation of the AVI centers and liaisons in

Auroville’s 50th anniversary preparations.

Finally, the Unity Pavilion hosted a retreat, which the AVI Board had organized for its members in

order to give time and space for an introspective, “dream-catching” get-together, beyond the normal

pattern of packed agendas. The beautifully inspiring atmosphere of both the Unity Pavilion and the

Hall of Peace contributed considerably to the success of this event.

When you speak, before the words come out of your mouth, concentrate just long 

enough to check your words and allow only those that are absolutely necessary to 

pass, only those that are not in any way harmful to your progress on the path of 

the great discovery....

The Mother



And the future belongs to the Youth…

One of the major goals of the Unity Pavilion is to support and promote participation of youth in

Auroville, in whatever way we can. As you all know Savi – the volunteering and Internship

assistance programme of Auroville – is functioning from the Unity Pavilion premises. They offer

help and support to students, researchers, interns and volunteers by way of guiding them to find a

suitable work and also providing up-to-date information about the various aspects of living and

participating in Auroville.

Despite the change in Indian visa policy, which many feel is having a dampening influence on the

access of the younger generations of the world to Auroville, Savi has been doing a commendable job

during the past year. The introduction workshops for interns and volunteers, which involves four

days of exposure to Auroville history, ideals and goals, discovery of Auroville’s various aspects,

visits to farms and units and hands-on activities like farming and waste segregation, were

recommenced. Response and enthusiasm to this programme was tremendous.

Another new successful programme implemented is a monthly thematic evening, with a presentation

by one or several volunteers’ achievements in Auroville in various fields: urban farming, social

activities, education and the like. Though the response of the community was slow in the initial

stages gradually these evenings are getting more and more popular.

Avigal, a Savi volunteer, making a presentation of her Auroville experience at the Tibetan Pavilion

Savi volunteers on a visit to Pichandikulam forest 

during the VIP programme and getting hands-on 

experience of waste segregation at the eco-service



YouthLink, which was formed after the Auroville Retreat in spring 2015, aspires to provide

information and develop initiatives that resonate with Auroville’s ideals and made the Unity Pavilion

the venue of some of their inspiring activity for the youth.

In January they arranged the Hive Design Workshop with the objective to engage Auroville youth in

the design process of the YouthLink hub. It has been a wonderful process, engaging a large number of

youth in the dreaming of this space. In the context of the AVI meeting in February this year for the

first time YouthLink made a presentation of their activities and projects before the AVI delegates.

Recognising the fact that Communications and Planning are key for youth, YouthLink orgainsed a

workshop in the Unity Pavilion in March this year, facilitated by Dave and Pala. This workshop with

a focus on imparting Project Writing skills was a huge success.

Global Zeitgeist day – March 26 – was the occasion to celebrate and create awareness about the

Zeitgeist movement and what could that possibly mean for Auroville, India and the world. A

marathon movie presentation and discussion marked the occasion.

Kavitha making her presentation at the AVI meetHive Design Workshop

Flower cards
Printed cards depicting flowers and their spiritual

significance are available in many forms. We at the Unity

Pavilion put those cards to use in many different ways

during community events like the selection process. The

message reaches you deep inside when it is conveyed by a

flower.

We now have a complete set of flower cards, all the 898 of

them, with the significance and the Mother’s comment.

We are happy to share this work with others who are

interested. Contact us for more information.



Donathille singing on Christmas eve Kirtan Chanting – Adam and Natalie

Santrra Oxyd performs her own song "Coin 

of Infinity” in the dome
Learning dance steps from the Vanaver Caravan

Dancing around the Christmas tree Seed Mantra meditation workshop in the Dome

No need for a caption. This happens all the time



This account of events gives you a glimpse of the wide-ranging activities we have been privileged to

host, not in any way implying that the numerous others that were not mentioned here were not

important or interesting. To give you an idea, this year in February alone, we hosted 60 events during

29 days!

And whenever people gather here for any event it always becomes an occasion for socialising a bit,

catching up with friends, and that is where the importance of maintenance of the beauty of the place

and surroundings becomes all the more prominent.

During the International Peace Day Exhibition in September, an opportunity was presented for

everyone, children or adults, to create a peace poem collage by adding lines of poetry on the theme of

Peace. From the collectively written poem a word cloud was created.



Ongoing projects

Utility Building

The Unity Pavilion is constantly evolving both in terms of facilities made available for events and

also with regard to our efforts towards the foremost aim of Auroville: hastening the advent of the new

human species. For all this development and engaging work we need the collaboration and support of

our friends and well-wishers throughout the world.

On the infrastructural side our immediate requirements include more storage space, increased number

of toilets and covered parking space for the people working here.

We have to store materials such as tables, chairs, cushions, mats, carpets, exhibition panels etc. which

are put to use for workshops, presentations, exhibitions and other events. We also house materials

belonging to Pavilion Groups that do not have a place of their own. In the main building we have very

limited storage space which is sufficient to keep a bare minimum of cushions, chairs, mats and

stationery for daily use. The thatched shed in the garden, besides falling apart, has outlived its

purpose and will be dismantled as the garden work progresses.

At present we have just two proper toilets and you can imagine the plight when 250-300 people gather 

for an event.

As an answer to all these Piero, our architect, has

drawn the plans for a utility facility to be built at the

back of the office building which will contain

storage space, toilets and laundry space. Including a

small water treatment plant we foresee costs of

approximately Rs 30 lakhs ( $ 44540, Euro 40550).

Kannan marking the site for 

the proposed Utility building

Parking Shed

It has been a long-standing wish of the people who work here to have a covered space for parking, a

shed to protect from sun and rain and equipped with electrical recharging facilities. The area marked

for this bike shed is near the right-hand-side corner in the front garden with direct access from the

road. Cost estimate: Rs 450 000 ($6680 Euro 6080).



Chairs for the Hall of Peace

For years we have been searching for appropriate seating arrangement around the peace table in the

Hall of Peace.

We are now looking for an amount of $ 1250 for each of the eight chairs (in total $10 000) and we

invite partners in this amazing venture --To create this simple, beautiful and unique space for Peace

located in the International Zone of Auroville.

Multilanguage Simultaneous Translation System

While Auroville is a truly multilingual society with more than 48 spoken languages, English is the

main language of community communication. Our aim is to increase understanding, communication

and participation especially during community meetings, workshops and related events for all the

Aurovilians and participants who often are excluded due to language barriers.

For very basic good quality equipment (which we can expand step by step), an amount of

approximately Rs 660 000 ($ 9800, Euro 8920) is needed.

During a visit to New York and The Nakashima workshop in New

Hope it was discussed and agreed that placing eight numbers of the

the Connoid Lounge Chairs designed by George Nakashima in two

semi circles on each side of the Peace Table would be the most

fitting arrangement which would profoundly enhance the beauty

and serenity of this space.

The Nakashima Peace Foundation has generously offered to

contribute more than half the cost of the chairs as well as the

shipping expenses to India.

Gratitude 
Generosity

All these projects add up to an estimated cost 

of about Rs.50 lakh (~$75,000/€67,000). This 

is a large sum. We trust that with goodwill and 

perseverance the needed resources will come 

forth to put the material circumstances in 

place.

We invite you to partner with us in this

effort: Contributions can be sent to Auroville

Unity Fund specified for “Unity Pavilion –

project name” (e.g. “Unity Pavilion – Hall of

Peace Chairs”, “Unity Pavilion – Utility

Building”).

To contribute, kindly follow the below links.

http://www.auroville.org/contents/2835

http://www.auroville.com/donations/

For more information please write to unitypavilion@auroville.org.in

http://www.auroville.org/contents/2835
http://www.auroville.com/donations/

