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Education to be complete must have five principal aspects corresponding to the five principal 

activities of the human being; the physical, the vital, the mental, the psychic and the spiritual. 

– The Mother 

 

NESS School is going through a financially challenging time, with a serious shortage of funds needed for 

the school to operate.  Government grants are being reduced, and the present crisis is presenting serious 

challenges for the school’s budget.  We are appealing for help. 

About the School 

New Era Secondary School (NESS), previously known as 

After School, located in the Last School campus in 

Auroville, was started with the purpose of having a more 

integral education program for village students and Tamil 

Aurovilians who wanted to study for their 9
th

 to 12
th

 grades, 

so being able to pass their National Certificate 

Examinations exams and being able to enter Indian 

universities and professional courses.  

 

In the past few years, the school’s student body has steadily 

increased from 62 students to around 160 at present.  

The school became affiliated with CBSE (Central Board of 

Secondary Education) in 2008, one of the best educational 

programs available in India. The primary purpose for taking 

this direction was to offer to the students from Auroville, 

the surrounding villages, and outside, an Indian program 

giving them access to higher studies in the country. This 

program is particularly appropriate because the curriculum 

is activity based, child centred, and generally recognized by 

institutions of higher education in India and in many other 

countries.  The school now takes students from 6
th

 to 12
th

 

grades. 

The CBSE curriculum covers a variety of subjects, and 

there are both the Humanities and a Science Stream. The 

science stream was included in order to cater to the strong 

desire from students in the region to pursue their further 

education in scientific fields. The school also provides a 

range of co-curricular activities such as computer science, 

sports, ecology programmes, music, visual arts and 

educational field trips. 

Sports are offered by the Auroville facility Dehashakti 

Sports, and a wide range of activities are offered, such as 

individual (athletics and gymnastics), aesthetic (gymnastics 

and acro-gymnastics), inter-individual (combative games) 

and collective activities (softball, basketball, volleyball, 

cricket and football). 

 

 

Graduates from the school over the years are now playing 

a very significant role in many of the Auroville Working 

Groups and Units/Services as vital members of our 

community. Others have gone on to successful careers in 

India. NESS has always been committed to providing 

education to families in the region who are less fortunate 

financially and therefore makes a significant contribution in 

terms of local development. 



 

 

 

 

Vision 
New Era Secondary School (NESS), strives to achieve higher standards of academic excellence through 

integral education and to bridge the wide diversity of society and culture that exist in the unique 

international township of Auroville and its surrounding village communities. 

Mission 
NESS aspires to create, nurture and develop creative and critical thinking skills among its young students 

for better problem solving and decision making through integral education, and to respect and preserve 

the cultural diversity in the region. 

 

Appeal
Up till now, NESS has received most of its funding from 

Indian Government grants, along with funds from Auroville 

and fees.  However the amount we are receiving from the 

government is reducing year by year.  Although some of 

our budget is raised from student fees, there are many 

impoverished families in the area and the school is 

committed to provide an education to any child, whatever 

their background.  We are therefore careful to keep fees at 

an affordable level and offer scholarships where possible.  

The school Management and Trustees have worked hard in 

the last few years to increase the standard of education in 

the school and improve facilities, with new classrooms, a 

library and computer room being added.  We have brought 

in new teachers with higher qualifications and experience, 

along with a new management team.   This has however 

required increasing the salaries offered, increasing our 

budget significantly. 

It is clear that we can no longer rely on Government grants 

for our income and this year we have a significant deficit as 

the amount received from the government was much less 

than we budgeted.  

We therefore need to raise funds from donations and we 

appeal for help both to meet our day to day expenses and to 

continue to further improve our facilities. 

Coronavirus Crisis 

The present Covid-19 crisis is also significantly affecting 

the school, which has been closed since March.  We do not 

know yet when the school will be able to re-open and it 

may have to remain closed for some more weeks. Teachers 

and other staff members still being paid.  We will of course 

do our best to minimise the impact on the students’ 

education, but this will have a further significant impact on 

our budget 

Donations from abroad can be made via Auroville 

International centres around the world (see www.auroville-

international.org), or can be made via credit card at 

www.auroville.com/donations/.  Or a cheque can be sent to 

Auroville Unity Fund, Town Hall, Auroville 605101, Tamil 

Nadu. Or see www.auroville.org/contents/2835. Please 

indicate “New Era Secondary School” with a donation. 

http://www.newerasecondaryschoo.in/
http://www.auroville-international.org/
http://www.auroville-international.org/
http://www.auroville.com/donations/
http://www.auroville.org/contents/2835

