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Mauna’s  
links & links 

Auroville, March 14, 2021 
 
Dear friends, 
Greetings from Auroville where we have 
lovely sunshine, still fresh weather (but the 
heat sends its feelers ahead), work is naturally 
and energetically ongoing and, certainly in the 
weekends, a steady throng of Bangalorians and 
other Indian visitors jerkily wriggles through 
our city, yeah… Surprisingly, and after a long 
time, we were informed by the Working 
Committee the other day that we have three 
covid+ cases in our midst: two residents and a 
guest. They’re okay, in isolation, contact 
tracing done, and vaccination places and 
processes indicated for those who want. It may 
have been a divine intervention because, for 
the moment, community meetings have been 
halted, and we were just gearing up for a 
General Meeting on a highly polarising topic: 
whether a proposed high tension power cable 
should go through Bliss forest and Youth 
Camp, or follow a route along an existing road, 
which would mean a considerable bump into 
the circular shape of the Crown Road, see pic 
attached. (Remember the endless discussions 
on Bharatipuram - still ‘unresolved’…). Of 
course, it’s a typical, universal and ever 
recurring issue between ideal and reality on 
the ground, between Symbol and Soil (as I call 
it in my mind). “If one is sincere, each experience 
is true. But it is only part of The Truth”, wrote the 
Mother to me fifty years ago. I’m 100 percent 
sure that both parties are totally sincere in their 
stance and experience on resp. materialising 
the galaxy plan or preserving our environment.  
So there we are… 
Perhaps it’s because of the artless, colourless 
and lifeless past year due to the covid scare, we 
now experience an explosion of artistic  

  
 
 
activities and most of the following links refer 
to them. As always, pick and choose! 
 
Reading and Annotating: Auroville, Tamil 
Nadu, India  Kid A –  is a 3 mnt little clip 
displaying a move, or movement, that most of 
us know and can identify with. I have no idea 
by whom it’s done but am really touched by it. 
 
Ode to the rain 
And while the rains have come and gone, I 
here share with you a 2.5 mnt Ode to the Rain, 
narrated by a young voice in lovely Tamil and 
taking us in the world of the Tamil way of 
seeing things. 
 
Exhibitions 
Apart from the ongoing Art for Land 
exhibition whose quality of offerings yearly 
increases, we have three art exhibitions in 
different places this month: in Savitri Bhavan 
we have a variety of ‘Out of Lockdown’ 
expressions, such as this hut in Nine Palms by 
Evgenia: 

 

https://vimeo.com/510530298
https://vimeo.com/510530298
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C00EGEm02II&feature=youtu.be
https://www.artforlandonline.com/?page=6
https://www.artforlandonline.com/?page=6


Centre d’Art 
Meanwhile a large ‘Celebrating the Feminine’ 
collective art presentation takes place in 
Bharat Nivas; and in Citadines’ Centre d’Art a 
high quality, carefully curated ‘Transparency’ 
exhibition is displayed. One fine item by Marie 
Claire Barsotti: 

 
 
Consciousness cleaning freeing our memories 
Woven in the physical body 
Leaving our psychic being presence only… 
On the path to Self Love 
On the Centre’s webpage one finds several 
items of the Transparency exhibit (first 12 
shots), under which there are images of an 
earlier held display of Ray Meeker’s powerful, 
monolithic ‘Fire and Ice’ works. Early-year and 
current photos of Ray and Deborah are there as 
well. 
 
Artificial Intelligence: Someone posted on 
Auronet a clip of young Sri Aurobindo 
brought back to life by AI. While it’s not really 
my kind of thing, quite a few Aurovilians were 
really touched by it and hence I share it with 
you. You have to scroll down on the page to 
find Sri Aurobindo. 
 
 
 
 

The story of Nachiketas 
Just the last three evenings, Aryamani and her 
team performed at the small amphitheatre in 
the Matrimandir gardens, the story of 
Nachiketas, as translated from the Katha 
Upanishad by Sri Aurobindo. As before, with 
no fiber at the site, Dev and team had to make 
do with mobile coverage and unprofessional 
gear. 
 
MM Garden Designs 
While on the topic of Matrimandir, here is a 
review & feedback of the MM garden designs 
as posted in January & February this year. The 
next step before design implementation is for 
the lead designer (with other designers & 
facilitators) to consider all feedback for 
integration into the lead design. This will be 
done soon. 
 
Matrimandir Sunrise photo’s 
Paulette posted some superb Matrimandir 
Sunrise photos, which you really may like to 
peruse. Pls open them one by one. 
 
Auroville’s Citizens Assembly  
The Auroville’s Citizens Assembly is a research 
project to experiment with new models for 
community explorations and discussions. The 
aim of this for Auroville first exercise is to 
produce a water vision for Auroville and 
develop recommendations for its 
implementation. The research has now come to 
an end and pretty soon, covid volente, we will 
get to hear the Assembly’s outcome and 
proposal for Auroville. The various filmed 
presentations offered to members of the 
Assembly, in resp Tamil and English, are now 
shown in Auroville at large. I particularly like 
nr 6, where three stalwart Aurovilian ladies, 
Mita, Renu and Suhasini make me ever so 
proud. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_wuXBa2KtY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_wuXBa2KtY
https://www.instagram.com/centre.dart/
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/bhagat-singh-swami-vivekananda-kasturba-gandhi-brought-back-to-life-with-ai-technology-3482732.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3fT-DhW1ec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3fT-DhW1ec
https://www.matrimandir.org/designs
https://www.matrimandir.org/designs
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Uv4BXWGa6MdPU3A19
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Uv4BXWGa6MdPU3A19
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLs2vVYRpMr0pk_P4VlDj5CW7u14uh1VJH
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLs2vVYRpMr0pk_P4VlDj5CW7u14uh1VJH
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLs2vVYRpMr0pk_P4VlDj5CW7u14uh1VJH


 

Meghalaya Community Led Landscape 
Management Project 
Meghalaya is a state in Northeast India where 
large tracts of landscape made barren by top 
soil run off due to heavy rainfall, are now 
helped by the Sadhana Forest team that has 
been invited to help give shape to the 
Meghalaya Community Led Landscape 
Management Project (CLLMP) funded in a  Rs 
660 crore project by the Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA). The Shillong 
paper carried an article about it, and Yorit 
filmed a sweet meeting with a 100-yr old great 
grandmother who tells them how the 
environment has changed over the last 
century. 
 
Eye camp 
Just a very nice fact: AVAG in collaboration 
with Mona-Yantra Studio and the Indian 
Vision Institute organised an eye camp in 
Bommiyarpalayam village, 23 and 24 January: 
• 305 people were given free consultation and 
screening test • 80 reading specs were 
distributed for the people in need • 120 people 
will receive glasses free of cost by end of Feb 
2021 • 48 people recommended for cataract 
surgery. 

 

Anirban Ganguli 
Former AV Foundation Governing Board 
member Anirban Ganguli wrote an article after 
PM Narendra Modi spoke distinctly and 
empathetically (in Hindi) about the importance 
of India, especially the youth of India, drawing 
inspiration from Sri Aurobindo in one of his 
radio talks to the nation (Mann Ki Baat) on 29 
November last year. I thought some of you 
might like to read it. 
 
That was it this time, and here’s trusting that we 
don’t get carried away too much by the various 
thoughts and emotions and other psychological 
tricks prompted by whatever we allow to touch us, - 
and stay centered in the present instead. 
 
Always with love from the CoD, 
 
Mauna 

 

https://theshillongtimes.com/2021/01/07/meghalayas-barren-landscapes-poised-for-a-big-time-change/#:~:text=SHILLONG%2C%20Jan%206%3A%20Just%20as,poised%20for%20a%20holistic%20transformation.
https://theshillongtimes.com/2021/01/07/meghalayas-barren-landscapes-poised-for-a-big-time-change/#:~:text=SHILLONG%2C%20Jan%206%3A%20Just%20as,poised%20for%20a%20holistic%20transformation.
https://artservice.auroville.org/video-from-sadhana-forest/
https://artservice.auroville.org/video-from-sadhana-forest/
http://www.anirbanganguly.in/2020/12/06/modi-redirects-our-collective-attention-to-sri-aurobindo/
https://twitter.com/narendramodi/status/1333021801887059969

