
Borderless Participation in Auroville 
 

Auroville is setting up an Educational and Research Network (ERN) at an estimated cost of €146,000 

($162,000) by 28 Feb 2016. ERN will be connected to National Knowledge Network (NKN) of India 

with a pro bono100Mbps link (equivalent service form Internet Service Provider costs €82,000/ 

$89,000 per annum). NKN is a state-of-the-art, multi-gigabit, pan-India network provisioned by GoI to 

enable scientists, researchers and students from different backgrounds and diverse geographies to work 

closely for advancing human development in critical and emerging areas.  

While NKN connectivity and ERN are a major step forward for Auroville, a large number of other 

units, homes, projects and activities would remain unconnected as they are ‘not eligible’ to avail NKN 

services. Unlike conventional educational institutions, the educational and research activities are not 

confined to designated buildings for research, but permeate all communities and zones of Auroville in 

myriad ways. The current proposal is to set up Auroville Community Network (ACN) and to bridge it 

with ERN to form a unified intranet and provide services for “Borderless Participation in Auroville via 

Tele-Collaboration”. The potential benefits include 

 Accelerating ongoing researches and catalysing new collaborative researches  

 Providing complementary education through country wide class room service of NKN  

 Reduction in out-flow (for broadband and telephony) and creation of new jobs  

 Enabling remote participation and reducing the carbon foot-print  

 Promotion of industrial growth with e-access to a wider market 

 Improving governance through RAS portal for discussions and decision making 

 e-governance, e-surveillance and remote participation in meetings 

 Broadcast of multi-cultural programs and remote participation in events and seminars 

 Complimentary and alternate tele-education and tele-medicine to the bioregion and 

beyond 

 Effective collaboration and coordination with AVI centres  

In the first phase of ACN (calendar year 2016), it is proposed commence telephony service, 

set up surveillance cameras in the sensitive mobility areas with central storage, connect 10 

multitenant apartments and implement a pilot residential network with GPON technology. 

The budgetary estimate for the first phase is Rs. 91,62,969/ (€124,000 / $137,000/). We seek 

the following support from AVI in the calendar year 2016 to get the project off the ground.  

Item $ € 

Two rack mounted servers (IBM/HP/Dell) or Any Reputed Brand (ARB) 7500 6800 

10 TB Storage (IBM/HP/Dell) or ARB 6000 5500 

GPON OLT (64 ports) with NMS software (ARB) 10000 9000 

25 number GPON ONT with 4 Ethernet and 2 POT ports  (ARB) 3500 3100 

12 Outdoor surveillance cameras and with monitoring software (ARB)  7500 6800 

Total 34,500 31,200 

Either equipment in kind or cash through tax exempt AVI channels (for full or partial line items) are 

welcome and would be helpful in manifesting borderless participation in Auroville via tele-services. 

In addition, we welcome volunteers with software expertise in the following areas to work remotely or 

at Auroville with a minimum of 6 months commitment  

 Server virtualization with Free and Open Source software 

 Citrus DB/ Parabill, Radius/ LDAP, SIP sever and Asterix 

 Developing and hosting web applications 

Volunteers may please apply through SAVI as per the details at http://auroville-learning.net/ 

Realization of ACN by the 50
th
 Anniversary would create a new window to make Auroville belong to 

the whole of Humanity.  (JV) 

http://auroville-learning.net/

