24 November 1926

Siddhi Day

24 November 1926 was the
beginning of ‘Mother’ — when Sri
Aurobindo put Mirra Alfassa in
charge of the disciples, which implied
the foundation of the Sri Aurobindo
Ashram, and she was called ‘the
Mother’ from then onwards. In his
publication ‘Beyond man’ George van
Vreckhem writes the following about
this day, which in the ashram is
known as Siddhi Day or Victory Day.

‘From [the beginning of] 1926, the Mother began to
assume more and more of Sri Aurobindo’s responsibilities
for the spiritual guidance of the sadhaks [disciples], as if
giving him the needed relief so that he might attend to his
more important work,’ writes K.R. Srinivasa Iyengar in his
biography of Sri Aurobindo. ‘An air of intensity began
building up slowly, an air of expectancy; and
the sadhaks had the feeling that they were on the
threshold of new developments. After Sri Aurobindo’s
birthday [15 August], the evening talks took on a new
fervour and potency … In the evenings, the group
meditation started later and later, not at half-past four as
formerly, but at six or seven or eight, and once well
past midnight.

For what happened on 24 November 1926, our best
source is A.B. Purani, an eyewitness, in his classical
report. ‘From the beginning of November 1926 the
pressure of the Higher Power began to be unbearable.
Then at last the great day arrived, on 24 November.
The sun had almost set, and everyone was occupied
with his own activity — some had gone out to the
seaside for a walk — when the Mother sent word to
all the disciples to assemble as soon as possible in the
verandah where the usual meditation was held. It did
not take long for the message to go round to all. By
then most of the disciples had gathered. It was
becoming dark.’

‘In the verandah on the wall near Sri Aurobindo’s door, just behind his chair, a black silk curtain with gold lace work
representing three Chinese dragons was hung. The three dragons were so represented that the tail of one reached up
to the mouth of the other and the three of them covered the curtain from end to end.

‘We came to know afterwards that there is a prophecy in China that the Truth will manifest itself on earth when the
three dragons (the dragons of the earth, of the mind region and of the sky) meet. Today on 24 November the Truth
was descending and the hanging of the curtain was significant.

‘There was a deep silence in the atmosphere after the
disciples had gathered there. Many saw an oceanic
flood of light rushing down from above. Everyone
present felt a kind of pressure above his head. The
whole atmosphere was surcharged with some electrical
energy. In that silence, in that atmosphere full of
concentrated expectation and aspiration, in the
electrically charged atmosphere, the usual, yet on this
day quite unusual, tick was heard behind the door of
the entrance. Expectation rose in a flood. Sri Aurobindo
and the Mother could be seen through the half-opened
door. The Mother with a gesture of her eyes requested
Sri Aurobindo to step out first. Sri Aurobindo with a
similar gesture suggested to her to do the same. With a
slow dignified step the Mother came out first, followed
by Sri Aurobindo with his majestic gait. The small table
that used to be in front of Sri Aurobindo’s chair

was removed this day. The Mother sat on a small
stool to his right. Silence absolute, living silence —
not merely living but overflowing with divinity.
The meditation lasted about forty-five minutes. After
that one by one the disciples bowed to the Mother.
She and Sri Aurobindo gave blessings to them.
Whenever a disciple bowed to the Mother, Sri
Aurobindo’s right hand came forward behind the
Mother’s as if blessing him through the Mother.
After the blessings, in the same silence there was a
short meditation… Sri Aurobindo and the Mother
went inside. Immediately Datta was inspired. In that
silence she spoke: “The Lord has descended into the
physical today”.’
And Purani goes on naming all twenty-four disciples
present. (A.B. Purani, Life of Sri Aurobindo)

Ten of the seventeen disciples on this photograph from 1923 were present during the meditation of 24
November 1926 (Bijoy Kumar Nag, Nolini Kanta Gupta, Amrita, Moni, Rajangam, Satyen, Purani,
Punamchand, Champa Ben & Champaklal).

In 1961, the Mother made the following declaration: ‘In
1926 … I had started a sort of creation of the Overmind,
which means that I had made the Overmind descend into
matter, on earth, and I began to prepare all that. (There
began to be miracles and all kinds of things.) And so I asked
those Gods to incarnate, to identify themselves with a
body.

(WvM)
[Nederlands]

Datta

There were some who refused categorically. But I
have seen with my inner eyes how Krishna, who was
always in contact with Sri Aurobindo, consented to
come into his body. It happened on 24 November. It
was the beginning of ‘Mother’. It was Krishna who
consented to descend in the body of Sri Aurobindo,
to establish himself in it.’ (Agenda, 1961, Aug. 2nd).

